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TOM CLANCY ZERO HOUR: A JACK RYAN, JR. NOVEL 

Don Bentley 

When the leader of North Korea is catastrophically injured, his incapacita-

tion inadvertently triggers a “dead-man’s switch,” activating an army of 

sleeper agents in South Korea and precipitating a struggle for succession. 

Jack Ryan , Jr. is in Seoul, but his benign trip takes a deadly turn when a 

wave of violence perpetrated by North Korea operatives grips South Korea’s 

capital. A mysterious voice from North Korea offers Jack a way to stop the 

peninsula’s rush to war... 

THE OMEGA FACTOR 

Steve Berry 

The Ghent Altarpiece is the most violated work of art in the world. When UNESCO 

investigator Nicholas Lee travels to Belgium, he unwittingly stumbles on the trail 

of a legendary panel from the Ghent Altarpiece, stolen in 1934 under cover of 

night and never seen since. From the tranquil canals of Ghent, to the towering 

bastions of Carcassonne, and finally into an ancient abbey high in the French Pyre-

nees, Nick Lee must confront a modern-day  religious crusade intent on elimi-

nating a shocking truth from humanity’s past. 

THE LIONESS: A NOVEL 

Chris Bohjalian 

Tanzania, 1964. Katie Barstow, an A-list actress, decides to bring her Hollywood 

friends to the Serengeti. The wealthy Americans expect civilized adventure. What 

Katie and her glittering entourage do not expect is a kidnapping gone wrong as 

their guides bleed out in the dirt and a team of Russian mercenaries herding their 

hostages into Land Rovers, guns to their heads. As the powerful sun gives way to 

night, the gunmen shove them into abandoned huts and Katie prays for a simple 

thing: to see the sun rise one more time.  

TAKE YOUR BREATH AWAY: A NOVEL 

Linwood Barclay 

One weekend, while Andrew Mason was away, his wife, Brie, vanished with-

out a trace. Most everyone assumed Andy had got away with murder. Now, 

six years later, Andy has finally put his life back together — until a woman 

resembling Brie shows up at his old address. Could Brie really be alive after 

all these years…. 
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WHERE THE SKY BEGINS: A NOVEL 

Rhys Bowen 

London, 1940. Bombs fall and Josie Bank’s world crumbles around her. Her hus-

band, Stan, is called to service. Evacuated to the English countryside, Josie ends up 

at the estate of aristocratic Miss Harcourt, a reluctant host to survivors of the Blitz. 

When Josie meets Mike Johnson, a handsome Canadian pilot, a growing intimacy 

brings her an inner peace she’s never felt before. Then Stan returns from war.  A 

dangerous secret is about to upend Josie’s life again... 

 

TREASURE STATE: A NOVEL 

C.J. Box 

Cassie Dewell is on the trail of a con man. 

EVERY CLOAK ROLLED IN BLOOD: A HOLLAND FAMILY NOVEL 

James Lee Burke 

Novelist Aaron Holland Broussard is shattered when his daughter Fannie 

Mae dies suddenly. As he tries to honor her memory by saving two young 

men from a life of crime amid their opioid-ravaged community, he is drawn 

into a network of villainy that includes a former violent Klansman, a far-

from-holy minister, a biker club posing as evangelicals, and a murderer who 

has been hiding in plain sight. 

 

HAVEN: A NOVEL 

Emma Donoghue 

In seventh-century Ireland, a scholar priest named Artt has a dream in 

which God tells him to leave the sinful world behind. With two monks — 

young Trian and old Cormac — he rows down the River Shannon in search 

of an isolated spot in which to found a monastery. Drifting out into the At-

lantic, the three men find the impossibly steep, bare island known as Skellig 

Michael. In such a place, what will survival mean? 
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THE COUPLE AT NUMBER 9: A NOVEL 

Claire Douglas 

When pregnant Saffron Cutler moves into 9 Skelton Place and sets about renova-

tions, the last thing she expects is builders uncovering human remains. The remains 

of two bodies, in fact. Forensics indicate the bodies have been buried at least thirty 

years. Saffy has nothing to worry about — until the police launch a murder inquiry 

and ask to speak to the cottage’s former owner. Her grandmother, Rose. As Rose’s 

fragmented memories resurface, and the police dig ever deep, Saffy fears she  and 

the cottage are being watched. 

ROBERT LUDLUM’S BOURNE SACRIFICE: A JASON BOURNE NOVEL 

Brian Freeman 

Abby Laurent is an investigative reporter. The last time she worked with Jason 

Bourne she almost lost her life, but now she’s deep into the biggest story of 

her career. If she can prove her case, she’ll rock governments from DC to Eu-

rope. Obviously with that much on the line there are a lot of people willing to 

take her off the board. She has only one option — find Bourne and convince 

him to help her. 

THE INK BLACK HEART: A CORMORAN STRIKE NOVEL 

Robert Galbraith 

The latest installment in the Strike series finds Cormoran and Robin ensnared 

in another winding, wicked case. 

LISTEN TO ME: A RIZZOLI AND ISLES NOVEL 

Tess Gerritsen 

Boston homicide detective Jane Rizzoli and medical examiner Maura Isles are 

newly plagued by what seems like a completely senseless murder. When Jane 

makes a new connection between two cases, things only grow more blurry. 

Meanwhile, Angela Rizzoli’s convinced there’s a wolf in her vicinity, and her 

cries might now fall on deaf ears. With so much happening, Jane and Maura 

already struggled to see the forest for the trees, but will they lose sight of 

something sinister happening much closer to home? 
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STAY AWAKE: A NOVEL 

Megan Goldin 

Liv Reese wakes up in the back of a taxi with no idea where she is or how she got 

there. That’s when she sees her hands are covered in black pen, scribbled messag-

es like graffiti on her skin: STAY AWAKE. Liv finds herself on the run for a crime she 

doesn’t remember committing as she tries to piece together the fragments of her 

life. But there’s someone who does know exactly what she did, and they’ll do any-

thing to make her forget... 

ARMORED 

Mark Greaney 

Joshua Duffy is a Close Protection Agent — a professional body guard — and, as 

such, he’s one of the world’s elite operatives. A lucky run-in reunites Josh with an 

old comrade who offers Josh a shot at a lucrative job. The UN is sending a peace 

mission into the Sierra Madre mountains in Mexico — an area so dangerous it’s 

known as Espinazo del Diablo — the Devil’s Spine. Just two problems — only a 

fool would think they could broker peace between the homicidal drug cartels in 

the region, and only a madman would sign on to keep those fools alive.  

THE LOCKED ROOM 

Elly Griffiths 

Ruth Galloway is finally sorting through her mother’s belongings when she finds a 

curious relic: a decades-old photograph of Jean Norfolk’s cottage with a peculiar 

inscription. Ruth returns to the cottage to uncover its meaning. Nelson break 

COVID quarantine to rush to Ruth’s cottage and enlist her help in investigating a 

series of murder-suicides. The further Nelson investigates these deaths, the closer 

they lead him to Ruth’s friendly neighbor Zoe — until Ruth, Zoe, and Kate all go 

missing, and Nelson is left scrambling to find them. 

SPARRING PARTNERS 

John Grisham 

Jake Brigance returns: a death row inmate makes an unusual final request; 

a dysfunctional legal family gets their day in court — maybe not the way 

they envisioned it. These are just a few of the unforgettable characters 

readers will encounter in these three novellas. 
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THINGS WE DO IN THE DARK: A NOVEL 

Jennifer Hillier 

When Paris Peralta is arrested covered in blood, holding a straight razor, her celeb-

rity husband dead in the bathtub — she knows she’ll be charged with murder. But 

as bad as this looks, it’s not what worries her the most. With the unwanted media 

attention now surrounding her, it’s only a matter of time before someone from her 

long hidden past recognizes her and destroys the new life she’s worked so hard to 

build, along with any chance of a future. 

WE SHOULD NOT BE AFRAID OF THE SKY 

Emma Hooper 

During the golden age of the Roman Empire, five young girls enjoy a modest child-

hood in their small Portuguese village. Though the girls are all raised by different 

families, there is one thing they know without a doubt: they are sisters. What they 

don’t know is that their existence is about to be irrevocably changed. When soldiers 

abduct them from their village, the sisters are suddenly forced to confront long bur-

ied secrets that reveal their lives to anything but ordinary. 

THE GIRL WHO SURVIVED 

Lisa Jackson 

Orphaned at the age of seven after a horrific killing spree at her family’s Oregon cab-

in, Kara McIntyre is still searching for some kind of normal. But now, twenty years 

later, the past has come thundering back. Her brother, Jonas, who was convicted of 

the murders has been unexpectedly released from prison. And suddenly, Kara is re-

ceiving cryptic messages from her big sister, Marlie. As people close to her start to 

die horrible deaths, Kara, who is slowly and surely unraveling, believes she is the 

killer’s ultimate target. 

BLOOMSBURY GIRLS: A NOVEL 

Natalie Jenner 

Bloomsbury Books is an old-fashioned new and rare book store that has persisted 

and resisted change for a hundred years, run by men. But in 1950, the world is 

changing, especially in the world of books and publishing, and at Bloomsbury 

Books, the girls in the shop have plans. As Vivien, Grace, and Evie interact with vari-

ous literary figures of the time, these three women with their complex web of rela-

tionships, goals and dreams are all working to plot a future that is richer and more 

rewarding than anything society will allow. 
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AN ISLAND: A NOVEL 

Karen Jennings 

Samuel has lived alone on a small island off the coast of an unnamed African 

country for more than two decades. Routinely, the nameless bodies of refu-

gees wash ashore. One day, though, he finds one of these bodies is still 

breathing. As he nurses the stranger back to life, Samuel — feeling unsettled 

and strangely threatened — is soon swept up in memories of his former life as 

a political prisoner on the mainland. In this stranger’s presence he begins to 

consider, as he did in his youth: what does it mean to own land, or to belong 

to it? 

THE FAMILY REMAINS: A NOVEL 

Lisa Jewell 

The French police believe that Rachel Rimmer’s husband, Michael, was killed 

by his gangster associates. They have no idea the real killer is still out there: his 

ex-wife, Lucy. A year later, she and her children are happily living in London, 

unaware that Rachel is on the hunt for her. She may never have met this wom-

an, but Rachel know Lucy was the last person to see her husband alive. And 

there is nothing going to stop her form discovering the truth. 

OUTSIDE 

Ragnar Jonasson 

When a deadly snowstorm strikes the Icelandic highlands, four friends seek 

shelter in a small, abandoned hunting lodge. It is in the middle of nowhere and 

there’s no way of communicating with the outside world. As the night darkens, 

and fears intensify, an old tragedy gradually surfaces — one that forever 

changed the course of their friendship. Those dark memories could hold the 

key to the mystery the friends now find themselves in. And whether they will 

survive until morning.  

THE DARKNESS IN THE LIGHT: A THRILLER 

Daniel Kalla 

After Brianna O’Brien takes her own life, Dr. David Spears blames himself. 

When David suspects Brianna’s friend, Amka Obed is in crisis, he flies to the 

remote Arctic community of Utqiagvik, Alaska, only to discover that she has 

disappeared. David wonders if a new antidepressant he recently prescribed for 

both Amka and Brianna played a role. What begins as a missing persons inquiry 

and suspicion over a pharmaceutical cover-up quickly evolves into a terrifying 

journey of treachery and death — one that will horrify this isolated town and 

endanger many more lives. 
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NEVER COMING HOME: A NOVEL 

Hannah Mary McKinnon 

Lucas Forester didn’t hate his wife. She had a lot to offer — most notably a wealth 

that only one percent could comprehend. For years, Lucas has been honing a flaw-

less plan to inherit Michelle’s fortune. Every track is covered, no trace left behind, 

and now Lucas plays the grieving husband so well he deserves an award. But when 

a shocking  photo and a cryptic note who up on his doorstep, Lucas goes from 

hunter to prey. 

THE DAUGHTER OF DOCTOR MOREAU 

Silvia Moreno-Garcia 

Carlota Moreau: the only daughter of a researcher who is either a genius or a mad-

man. Montgomery Laughton: an outcast who assists Dr. Moreau with his experi-

ments. The hybrids: a motley group of part human, part animal monstrosities. All of 

them living in a perfectly balanced and static world, which is jolted by the abrupt 

arrival of Eduardo Lizalde, the charming and careless son of Dr. Moreau’s patron, 

who will unwittingly begin a dangerous chain reaction.. 

NIGHTCRAWLING: A NOVEL 

Leila Mottley 

Kiara Johnson and her brother Marcus are barely scraping by in a squalid East Oak-

land apartment complex. Both have dropped out of  high school, their family frac-

tured by death and prison. One night, what begins as a drunken misunderstanding 

with a stranger turns into the job Kiara never imagined wanting but now desperate-

ly needs: nightcrawling. And her world breaks open even further when her name 

surfaces in an investigation that exposes her as a key witness in a massive scandal 

within the Oakland police department. 

MY WIFE IS MISSING 

D.J. Palmer 

When a woman disappears with her two children, one husband will do any-

thing to find them — even confront the secrets of his own past. 
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SHATTERED: A MICHAEL BENNETT THRILLER 

James Patterson & James O. born 

Nothing could tear Detective Michael Bennett away from his new bride — except 

the murder of the woman who was his partner and best friend. When top FBI ab-

duction specialist Emily Parker is found strangled in Washington, DC, only Bennett 

knows her well enough to find the perpetrator — or so he thinks. At every turn, 

Bennett discovers that she was a woman as adept at keeping secrets as she was at 

forging powerful connections. Bennett is driven to perform the most brilliant de-

tective work of his career, even as the dangerous shadows in Emily’s past are clos-

ing in around him... 

DO NO HARM: A LUCAS PAGE NOVEL 

Robert Pobi 

When Lucas Page’s wife, Erin, loses a friend to suicide, Lucas begins to realize how 

many people Erin knew that have died in the past year. Intrigued despite himself, 

Page begins digging through obituaries and realizes that there is a pattern — a bad 

one. This time, the FBI wants as little to do with Lucas as he does with them, so 

he’s left with only one option — ignore it and go back to his normal life. But then, 

the pattern reveals that the next victim is likely to be — Erin herself. 

COLD, COLD BONES: A TEMPERANCE BRENNAN NOVEL 

Kathy Reichs 

When Tempe Brennan and her daughter Katy meet for dinner, they find a box on 

the back porch. Inside: a very fresh human eyeball. GPS coordinates etched into 

the eyeball lead to a Benedictine Monastery where an equally macabre discovery 

waits. There seems to be no pattern to the random killings, except that each mim-

ics in some way a killing that a younger Tempe witnessed, analyzed, or barely es-

caped. And then Tempe’s daughter Katy disappears. 

MURDER IN WESTMINSTER: A LADY WORTHING MYSTERY 

Vanessa Riley 

Discovering a body on her property presents Lady Abigail Worthing with more than 

one pressing problem. The victim is Juliet, the wife of her neighbour, Stapleton 

Henderson. Although Abigail has little connection with the lady in question, she 

expects to be under suspicion. Abigail’s skin colour and her mother’s notorious 

past have earned her a certain reputation among the ton, and no amount of 

wealth or status will eclipse it. To her surprise, Henderson offers her an alibi. Per-

haps together, he and Abigail can learn the truth. 
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TOM CLANCY’S OP-CENTER: CALL OF DUTY: A NOVEL 

Jeff Rovin 

When the launch of their powerful new hypersonic missile ends in destruction, the 

Chinese government needs someone to blame. The chief engineer in the project, 

Dr. Yang Dayou, is targeted as the scapegoat. Op-Center’s Lt. Grace Lee sees an 

opportunity to free the imprisoned scientist, and seizes it. With Lt. Lee on the run 

and the Chinese military at her heels, the Black Wasp team races to rescue there 

colleague and her high-risk companion without setting off an international incident 

that leaves China ready to release their greatest weapon yet... 

PORTRAIT OF AN UNKNOW WOMAN: A NOVEL 

Daniel Silva 

Restorer and spy Gabriel Allon embarks on a dangerous hunt across Europe for the 

secret behind the forgery of a 17th century masterpiece that has fooled experts 

and exchanged hands for millions. 

RISING TIGER: A THRILLER 

Brad Thor 

An unprecedented, potentially nation-ending threat has materialized on the world 

stage. With the stakes higher that they ever have been, it is time to unleash Scot 

Harvath. With democracy itself hanging in the balance, Harvath will risk every-

thing to untangle the explosive plot and bring every last bad actor to justice. 

THE IT GIRL 

Ruth Ware 

Vivacious, bright, occasionally vicious, and the ultimate It girl, April quickly pulls 

Hannah into her dazzling orbit. Together, they developed a group of devoted and 

inseparable friends — Will, Hugh, Ryan, and Emily. By the end of school, April was 

dead. Now, a decade later, the man convicted of killing April has died in prison, 

but a young journalist presents new evidence that the man may have been inno-

cent. As Hannah reconnects with old friends and delves deeper into the mystery 

of April’s death, she realizes that the friends she thought she knew all have some-

thing to hide — including murder. 
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UNMASK ALICE: LSD, SATANIC PANIC, AND THE IMPOSTER BE-

HIND THE WORLD’S MOST NOTORIOUS DIARIES        

Rick Emerson 

In 1971, “Go Ask Alice” reinvented the young adult genre. In 1979, another dia-

ry rattled the culture: the posthumous memoir of an alleged teenage Satanist, 

“Jay’s Journal.” In reality, both books came from the same dark place: a serial 

con artist who betrayed a grieving family, stole a dead boy’s memory, and lied 

her way to a National Book Award.                                                           364.1 Eme 

SALMON WARS: THE DARK UNDERBELLY OF OUR FAVORITE 

FISH 

Douglas Frantz and Catherine Collins 

We are told salmon is healthy and environmentally friendly. The reality is al-

most all salmon sold in markets and restaurants are raised in floating feedlots 

that pollute our oceans and risk our health. Investigative journalists Douglas 

Frantz and Catherine Collins document how a handful of multinationals trans-

formed salmon farming into our generation’s version of Big Tobacco by con-

cealing health risks and attacking critics.                                                639.3 Fra 

ALONE TOGETHER: A PANDEMIC PHOTO ESSAY 

Leah Hennel 

Leah Hennel has been documenting Alberta’s frontline workers and the COVID

-19 patients they care for as an Alberta Health Services staff photographer 

since the early days of the pandemic. Hennel’s photographs beautifully illus-

trate how citizens, doctors, nurses, and patients in Alberta have adapted and 

found safe new ways to celebrate, socialize, and work during a time of global 

chaos. At the same time, these sensitive and haunting images dramatically 

illustrate how Albertans have dealt with death, tragedy, and uncertainty that 

the pandemic has wrought upon the province.                              362.1962 Hen 

NAMWAYUT—WE ARE ALL ONE: A JOURNEY TO RECONCILIA-

TION 

Chief Robert Joseph 

Drawing from the lessons he has learned along his pathway from residential 

school to the leader of Reconciliation Canada, Chief Robert Joseph provides a 

map for collective change and transformation. As we learn about honour and 

respect for the truth of stories by those who have experienced pain and who 

are grieving intergenerational trauma, we can discover how to dismantle the 

wall of discrimination, hatred and racism in our society.                         971 Jos 
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THE MYTH OF NORMAL: TRAUMA, ILLNESS AND HEALING IN A 

TOXIC CULTURE 

Gabor Mate and Daniel Mate 

In the richest, most technically advanced, most health-obsessed society ever, all is 

not well. Dr. Gabor Mate has come to recognize this version of “normal” is mis-

leading, neglecting the roles of trauma and stress, and the pressures of the mod-

ern world, exert on our bodies and our minds at the expense of good health. 

                                                                                                                              616.85 Mat 

OUR VOICE OF FIRE: A STORY OF SURVIVAL AND PURSUIT FOR 

JUSTICE 

Brandi Morin 

Brandi Morin is known for her clear-eyed and empathetic reporting on Indigenous 

oppression in North America. She is also the survivor of the Missing and Murdered 

Women and Girls crisis and uses her experience to tell the stories of those who 

did not survive the rampant violence. From her time as a foster kid and runaway 

who fell victim to predatory men and an oppressive system as an internationally 

acclaimed journalist, Morin chronicles her journey to overcome enormous adver-

sity and find her purpose, and her power, through journalism. 

ACCEPTANCE: A MEMOIR 

Emi Nietfeld 

As a homeless teenager writing college papers in her  ‘92 Toyota Corolla, Emi 

Nietfeld was convinced that an elite school was the only path away from her dys-

functional family. But upward mobility required crafting the perfect resilience nar-

rative, proving that she was an “overcomer,” made stronger by all that she had 

endured. This searing memoir exposes the cost of trading a troubled past for the 

promise of a bright future.                                                                                305.5 Nie 

BOOKENDS: A MEMOIR OF LOVE, LOSS, AND LITERATURE 

Zibby Owens 

Zibby Owens was a prestigiously educated stay-at-home mom. Overwhelmed, 

maddeningly stressed, and quietly suffering after a series of devastating personal 

losses, she was losing what made her. Fortunately, there was an escape: books. 

Other people’s stories were her empathetic companions. Books gave her meaning 

and the courage to follow her calling and tell her own story, with real-life plot 

twists she never saw coming, some tragic, some joyous, all transformative. This 

touching memoir will encourage readers to grab a good book, feel less alone, and 

rediscover their own voices.                                                                                028 Owe 
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TALES FROM THE HOMESTEAD: A HISTORY OF PRAIRIE PIONEERS, 1867-

1914 

Sandra Rollings-Magnusson 

Highlighting the voices and personal stories of the early immigrants who arrived in 

Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

century, this compilation of thirty-six personal homesteader stories is a captivating 

snapshot of social history and reveals fascinating, startling, heartbreaking, and in-

spiring details about new lives and communities built, risks taken, and hardships 

endured. 

Second Choice Non-fiction        971 

THE MIGRAINE RELIEF COOKBOOK: More than 100 anti-

inflammatory recipes for managing headaches and living a healthier life 

Stephanie Weaver 

Stephanie Weaver has spent the last few years expanding her research, meticu-

lously testing new recipes, and interviewing a wide range of health professionals, 

advocates, patients, and caregivers. The result is this essential guide to healthier 

eating  and mindful living, which aims to help readers mitigate the symptoms of 

severe migraines, headaches, and other chronic illnesses. 

Second Choice Non-fiction      641.5 Wea 

WAKE: A NOVEL 

Shelley Burr 

The tiny outback town of Nannine lies in the harsh red interior of Australia. Its 

sinister claim to fame: the unsolved disappearance of young Evelyn McCreery 

nineteen years ago. Mina’s life has been defined by the intense public interest in 

her sister’s case. Enter Lane Holland, a young private investigator. Lane has dark-

er motivation, and his obsession with the search will ultimately risk everyone’s 

lives — and yield shocking results.                                           Second Choice fiction 

  

THE MIDWIFE 

Tricia Cresswell 

1830. After a violent storm, a woman is found alone and near death, on the 

Northumberland moors. She has no memory of who she is or how she got there. 

In London, Dr. Borthwick lives a solitary life working as an accoucheur dealing 

with mothers and babies in the elegant homes of high society. His professional 

reputation is spotless and he keeps his private life just as clean, isolating himself 

from any new acquaintances.  But he is harbouring a dark secret from his past — 

one that threatens to spill over everything.                        Second Choice fiction 

No cover 

available. 
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THE THREAD COLLECTORS: A NOVEL 

Shaunna J. Edwards & Alyson Richman 

1863: In a small Creole cottage in New Orleans, an ingenious young Black woman 

named Stella embroiders intricate maps on repurposed cloth to help enslaved 

men flee and join the Union Army. Meanwhile, in New York City, a Jewish woman 

stitches a quilt for her husband, who is stationed in Louisiana with the Union Ar-

my. As these two women risk everything for love and freedom during the brutal 

Civil War, their paths converge in New Orleans... 

Second Choice fiction 

ALL GOOD PEOPLE HERE: A NOVEL 

Ashley Flowers 

Everyone from Wakarusa, Indiana, remembers the infamous case of January Ja-

cobs, who was discovered in a ditch. In the twenty years since, Margot has grown 

up, moved away, become a big-city journalist. But she’s always been haunted by 

the fear that it could’ve been her. And the worst part is, January’s killer has never 

been brought to justice…                                                                 

Second Choice fiction  

COLD EDGE OF HEAVEN 

Whit Fraser 

Abandoned at a desolate outpost and haunted by memories of forbidden desire, 

constable Will Grant preserves his sanity by investigating the mysterious deaths 

of the two troubled Royal Canadian Mounted Police officers. Set in 1924 at a des-

olate police outpost on Devon Island in Canada’s far north, this is a story of mur-

der, mystery, and love — intensified by the clash of cultures between Inuit guides 

and Royal Canadian Mounted Police officers who live and work alongside them. 

Second Choice fiction 

 

THE LION: BOOK 1 OF THE GOLDEN AGE 

Conn Iggulden 

After the gods, after the myths and legends, came the world of men — 

and in the front rank stood Pericles — the Lion of Athens. Behind him lies 

the greatest city in the ancient world. Before him stands the ferocious 

Persian army. Both sides are spoiling for war. But Pericles knows one 

thing: to fight a war you must first win the peace. 

Second Choice fiction 
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THE NIGHT SHIP: A NOVEL 

Jess Kidd  

1629: a newly orphaned young girl, Mayken, is bound for the Dutch East Indies on 

the Batavia. Mayken spends the long journey going on misadventures above and 

below the deck, searching for a mythical monster. But the true monsters might be 

closer than she thinks. 1989: a lonely boy named Gil is sent to live off the coast of 

Western Australia. There on the tiny reef-shrouded island, he discovers the story 

of an infamous shipwreck... 

Second Choice fiction 

THE FOUNDLING: A NOVEL 

Ann Leary 

It’s 1927 and eighteen-year-old Mary Engle is hired to work as a secretary at a 

remote but scenic mental institution for mentally disabled women. Soon after 

she is hired, Mary learns that a girl from her childhood orphanage is one of the 

inmates. When Lillian begs Mary to help her escape, alleging the asylum is not 

what it seems, Mary is faced with a terrible choice. 

Second Choice fiction 

THE APOTHECARY’S GARDEN: A NOVEL 

Jeanette Lynes 

Belleville, 1860. To make ends meet, Lavender Fitch resorts to selling flow-

ers at the local market. The arrival of legendary medium, Allegra Trout, is 

well-timed as Lavender has been searching for a secret cache of money and 

can make use of Allegra’s powers to contact her dead mother for clues to 

its location... 

Second Choice fiction 

MINIQUE: A  NOVEL 

Anna Maxymiw 

Montreal, 1680s: Minique has a secret she can’t ever tell. She know there are 

horrific consequences for girls and women who do not conform. Her solitary ex-

istence is interrupted when she learns that Antoine de Cadillac is after a monopo-

ly of the fur trade in New France. Soon, their paths start to cross as Cadillac’s de-

termined to learn more about the “witch in the wood.” They forge a reckless, 

passionate connection with an ever-shifting dynamic that Minique welcomes un-

til she realizes that everything is at stake... 

Second Choice fiction 
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A DREADFUL SPLENDOR 

B.R. Myers 

London, 1852. Genevieve Timmons had made her living posing as a spiritualist to 

swindle wealthy believers. A stranger makes her a peculiar offer: hold a séance to 

persuade his employer that his betrothed’s spirit is at peace. Genevieve discovers 

Mr. Pemberton is anything but the heartbroken lover. Mr. Pemberton approaches 

Genevieve with an offer of his own. Together, they will stage a séance so convinc-

ing it will coax the killer out of the shadows...  

Second Choice fiction 

THE HALF LIFE OF VALERY K 

Natasha Pulley 

Based on real events in a surreal Soviet city in 1963, a former nuclear specialist 

Valery Kolkhanov has mastered what it takes to survive in a Siberian gulag. But on 

one ordinary day, all that changes: Valery’s university mentor steps in and sweeps 

Valery from the frozen prison camp to a mysterious unnamed town that houses a 

set of nuclear reactors and is surrounded by a forest so damaged it looks like the 

trees have rusted from within…     

Second Choice fiction 

DIRT CREEK: A NOVEL 

Hayley Scrivenor 

When twelve-year-old Esther disappears on the way home from school in a small 

town in rural Australia, the community is thrown into a maelstrom of suspicion and 

grief. As Detective Sargent Sarah Michaels arrives in town during the hottest spring 

in decades and begins her investigation, Esther’s tenacious best friend, Ronnie, is 

determined to find Esther and bring her home. When schoolfriend Lewis tells Ron-

nie he saw Esther with a strange man at the creek the afternoon she went missing, 

Ronnie feels she is one step closer to finding her. 

Second Choice fiction 

 
BIRTH ROAD 

Michelle Wamboldt 

Set in the early twentieth-century Nova Scotia, our story follows the naïve 

but curious Helen, as she recalls the relationships and significant moments 

that have led to the birth of her child. Born in the grip of poverty to a cruel 

mother and a gentle but absent father, Helen’s life follows a surprising path 

as she is moved from one place to another, constantly leaving the people 

she cares about behind... 

Second Choice fiction 
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